Althusser - On Badiou (1978, 1989, 1962) 
By Louis Althusser 


l. Formalization in Mathematical Terms in Marx - the Scientific Break and even the 
Production of Schematism in Kant, Spinoza and Ideas 


In fact the conceptual object can then become a real object if it matters. Actually only the 
conceptual object of a different order matters. 


Technical relations of production (note on technique, skill, formal and unemployed labour, its 
ethics, consciousness, even race | add and forms of politics and ideology and cultural formalisms 
including feminism) 


Within technical relations - elements, elements and relations between elements - which then is 
inclusive of family relations, friendships, circles, situationism and creativity - this within technical 
production. 


Forces of production - technology, computers, phones and with it cameras, films, lens and 
photography even abstract art perhaps. 


II. On Badiou 


In fact Badiou is organising a critique of political economy from my knowledge of his time spent as 
an Althusserian - to remove politics from economic objective space must mean to question the 
ontic and ontological both in the pure Heidegerrean sense or even post-Heidegerrean standpoint - 
he is saying - 


Why not call economics and capitalism ontic only - like shops. 


But add creative innovation to politics - like pure economics and forms of living culture. Cultural 
Criticism. 


So the true ontological dimension of ontic affairs is when one writes a dialectical work like ‘Fine art 
and law today.’ 


This serves the economy and ontic order both. 


His point is work for capitalism and politics both in the end - but he means creatively. Not in 
bureaucratic formalism. 


Il. Badiouian Works which produce a syntax therefore of Formalisation 
Event in happening - an Example in French Unions. 
This then he means is an Event which also means is the true critique of political economy. 
Now shift to the parallax Zizek wants - 


‘Major Events in Keynes as opposed to Marx - but in fact Mattick.’ 


